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Soviet Political Fregsure on Zthnlc Gorrang

1. In accordance with an order dated 3 Hoverber 1948 of the Soviet Komemdatura
in Baden, near Vienna, no ethnie Gerrans are, in future, to receive rerrits
to reside in tho Baden area. All such persons now residing in this area are
raquired to register with the Komendatura and may not nove away without .
special pernission of the Komendatura. Ithnic Germans who have rade inquiries
at the Komendatura about the order were informed that, althouch no srecial
neasures amainst ethnie Germans are nlanned for the present, 1t would be safest
for them to becorme members of the Comrmnist Party.

GP_Front Ovpanizations
13 = 20 November 1948

2. The Association of Anti-Faseist Froedom Fightors (Verband der antifaschistischen
Freiheitskimpfer u. ehemaliser Schutzbiindler) had been penetrated by Commumnists
to a considerable demrec. Recently, upon instruetions of the CP, changes were
made in the management of the organizations. As a result, the Cozmmnists are
now in complete control. This may be obmerved from the following ligt of offi- -

eials:
Pregidents Franz Honner cument is
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Gaghlers Franz Luder (CP mermbor and head of personnel for workers
in USIA plants)

Uembera of the steering commlttees Zale Schwaser, Frans Gebhardt, Erich
Fein, Otto Dorfer, Enginesr Armand Fischer, Josef Gradl,
Johann Hamevline (all CP memboers).

Jentember - 9 Novembor 1948

3

Ruth ‘Fischer, wife of the rromlnent Comrmnist Ernst Fischer, was dismisged
from her poat in the Soclety fur the Cultivation of Economie and Cultural
Rélations with the Soviet Uniow in September or Oetober 1948, Uhen she
lodged a protest with the CP Cantral Committee she was reinstated and now
holds the seeond roat importaut position in the management of the Society,
whore she is responsibls dirsetly to Dr. Nikolaus Hovorka, Among the other
directors of the Society arc 'alter Fischer (brother of Ernst Fischer),
Gruenbarg, and Brueck. All directors of the Society receive a monthly
salary of 1,200 schillings with an additioral 2,400 schillings for exyanses;
these funde are surplied Yy the CP Central Committee. The Society, with its

pablieation Dis Bruecke, smploys twenty-oight peraons,

23 Rovenber 1948 25X1A6a
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The Communist-dominated Union of Coneentration Camp Inmates (KZ-Verband) held
its anmual nmeeting in Vienna on 20 - 21 November 1948. MMM Commept: The
KZ-Verband, formerly s national, non-politieal organization, was disbended by
order of the Austriar Government. However, it has been reported by other .
sources that the Cormrmnists in the former KZ-Verband have continued their asso-
ciation in a new KZ-Terband.) No changes wore rade in the leadership of the
orsanization; the liading positions are still held by Heinrich Duermayer, Dr.
Yilheln Steilner, Father Kuermaver, Police Commissioner Fels-Marmoulis, and
Dr. Hermann 'enkar’. Wenkart stated that even as late as three years after
the war, theKi-Vevband is still one of the best instruments for obtaining ap-
proval of CP projiets and for nlacing CP personnel. A4s an organization of
former vietims o! politieal rersacution, the KZ-Vorbani qgn elaim favors
which the CP eovld never obtain in its own name. Wenkart mentioned specifi-
cally his succass in obtaining government pensions for 80 members of the CP
whe wers also rermbers of the KZ-Verband.

Iiscellaneous Data on CF Personalities
ber : '
Eduard Krals Party leader (Otmann) for Vienna II; has been cormended
: by his superiors for his activity in eliminating "nation-
alist and reactionary opposition" within the CP, - N

Dr. Ludwlg Berg: CP official who also werks for the Soviet Komendatura in
Vienna II and was once head of the Corrminist orpanization
Kinderland; was scheduled to visit Prague on 2 December
1948 to represent the Austrian CP at a Czechoslovak Comma~
nist rally. 'e wms to be accompanied by a ecertain Singer
{fou) who iives in Vienna II, Taboratrasse 20a.

Yartin Horniks Official in the information and nsws section of the Central
Cormittee; relieved of his functions at the Ceatral Dommite
‘2o because of alleped irregularities. He has not been ex-
relled from the CP but has been made an honorary official
in the Bezirksleitung (district headquartérs committes),
"Vienna XII. Hornik 1s 42 years o0ld; heisht 1.68 meters;
marriad and has two children. i&m&#&: Although

25X1A6a

ACONTROL-L U187 BVICTALS ONLY

Approved For Release 1999/09/09 : CIA-RDP82-00457R002300420006-8




Ly )

e 2002300420006-8
7CONTROL, -- JL.¢

i Approved For Release 1 SO
: JTOTALS ONLY

[ =

El 25X1A2g
CENTRAL I'73LLIGZNCE AGENCY -
- 3 -

Hornik had been rreviously reporited as a member of the

25X1X6 CP Central Cormittes, he is not named as a merber in the
official list mblished in the Volksstimme on 3 Hovember
- 1948.) Another source reports that Moscow inasisted on

Hlornik's exclusion from the CP Central Committee in order
to leave him a free hand,

25X1A6a  wabert Dubovsky: CP merber of ths Upper Austria Landtag; wms reprimanded
by the Central Cormittes for his allened lethargy; lives
in Linz. T :+ Dubovsky is a rerber of the
Contral Cormittee.

4 Hovembep JO48

6. Late in October 1948, the Austrian liinistry of the Interior revoked the pass-
yort of Teinrich Duermayer, Corrmnist and former chief of the State Police.
The Ministrv took this action vecause of an anti-Austrian speech which Duer-
25X1A6a mayer delivered in late October at a pathering of German Cormmnists in Leip-
zig. Duermayer's passport was invalidated after he had presented it with an
arnpiteation for a Czechoslovak visa, He plans to contest this action.
“_gm: Duormayer will rrobably be successful in obtairing a new
passporc. The Ministry's step is significant, howsver, in indicating its
hostile attitude toward the CP.) '

Gentral Comnittee Project to Deicermins CF Sirength
16 November 1948

7. The Central Comnittes has ordered all CP district organizatiom to submit a
corplete 1ist of all relatives and family members of CF merbera enrolled in
cach district orsanization, together with the politicalaffiliations of all
these persons. This order was issued in mid-November 1948 with instructions
that corplete information be subritted within a month., The Wiednerbezirksor-
ganisation (Vienna IV) was the first district organization to start work om
+this project. It is considersd probable that this scheme was initiated hy
the Soviets to ascertain the correctiess of the most recent Central Cormittee
astimates of Party strongth in Vierma. In September 1948, the Central Com-

25X1A6a mittee had rerorted to the Soviets that about 603 of the Viennese population
favors the Socialist Party, 25% the Peopla's Party, and about 9% the Commnist
Party, “_@n_mg_g&: This would account for only 94% of the slectorata.)
Of the Socialists, about 25% are stated to belong to the left wing of the
Socialist Farty. Source nrobably rneans that the loft wing
Socialists were said to constitute 25% of the alleged 60% of the Viennese
ropulation contrelled by the Soclalists, or 157 of the electorate.)

Return. of. CP Members_frop Training in Germany_(Soviet Zone)
25X1X6 14 Noyember 1948

8. hosording to tnfornatton [N . -

Comrmnigts vho left Vienna in mid-Ssptember 1948 for speeial training in the

25X1A6a Toviet Zone of Germany have recently returned to Vienna, About 140 Communists
from Vienna IX and amout 300 from the Sovist sector of Vienna are involved.

Corments This movemont was reported in MEEMMEMEN) The total mmber 20X A2

of Communists sent from Austria to receive the training is estimated at 800.
A1l eroups were gent to Germany via Czechoslovalia end may have received train-
ing in Berlin. About 690 have now returned.
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28 Novembar 1948 bt

9. Three Commmnist officials from Csechoslovakia arrived in Vienna on 25 Rovemn-
bar 198 for conferences with Austrian Central Committee members, possibly
in order to discuss the 1949 Austrian elections. One of the Czechoslovak
vapresentatives is believed to have boon a certain Horvath or Horvac, saild to
bs a veteran member of Czechoslovak Commnist e¢ircles. The Vienna meeting was
attended by the following Austrian Comrmnists:s Friedl Fuernberg, Frans i
Yamnmer, Josef Lauscher, Gottlleb Flala, Franz Yarek, and Johann Koplenig. |
Tha Austrian Cornrmnists requested that Czechoslovak workers! orsanizations !
invite delematlions of Augtrian workers, most of whem are Socialists, to visit !
Goschoslovakia and visw all the improvenents which have “een introduced by
+ha Comrmnist movermment there. The Czechoslovak Commmnista did not seem to
weicome this sugmestion. In the course of further discussions, the Czecho-
slovak dslegates rrorosed an unspecified amount of finanelal assistance to
‘the Austrian CP for election carmpaimn expenses. Further discussions concerning
the raising of carpaign funds wero plamned to be held in Pragus in Decenber
1948, at vhich time delegates of the Austrian CP would attempt to arrive at
an exact sumy tuo Austrian CP offiefals, probably Marsk and Homner, were
scheduled to visit Budapest in December 1948 to dsal with the same matter.

Contrilutions to Jewlsh Comrmunigts for Palegtine Ad

29 Novenmber 1948

10. Karl Haber, CP official working in the youth movements, 1s reported to have
astasted that Jewish CP members have received substantial contributions for
25X1A6a Palestine ald from a factory awmer named Oremstein and from a certain Hirschler.
t Oronstein may possibly be one of the owmers of Orenstein &
Koppel Oesterrsichische A.G., now Bahnbedarf A.G., Vienna III, Invalidenstrasse
5.) Paul Skutetzky, employee of Paloest (Palestinian~Austrian cormercial com-
pany, Vienna I, and der Huelben 1, headed by Israel Silberknopf) has stated
that Jewish membors of the CP have drawn up plans for a drive to raise funds.
The fumds are to be used partly to defray the exyensesg of Paloest and partly
to finance local purchasss of arms and freight charges on transit shipments of
arms from Czechoslovakia.
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